
Law Audience Journal, Volume 5 & Issue 5, 2nd July 2024,  
e-ISSN: 2581-6705, Indexed Journal, Impact Factor 5.611, Published 

at https://www.lawaudience.com/volume-5-issue-5-2/, Pages: 803 to 
805,   

 
Title: Criminal Liability In Artificial Intelligence: Navigating The 
Legal Landscape, Authored By: Ms. Neha Gulya (B.A.LL.B (H)), Co-

Authored By: Dr Ratnesh Kumar Srivastava, Assistant Professor, Law 
College Dehradun, Uttaranchal University, 

Email Id(s): nehagulya9798@gmail.com,  

 

WWW.LAWAUDIENCE.COM | ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED WITH LAW AUDIENCE. 799 

 

 

Cite this article as:  

MS. NEHA GULYA & DR RATNESH KUMAR SRIVASTAVA, “Criminal Liability In Artificial 

Intelligence: Navigating The Legal Landscape”, Vol.5 & Issue 5, Law Audience Journal (e-ISSN: 

2581-6705), Pages 803 to 805 (2nd July 2024), available at https://www.lawaudience.com/criminal-

liability-in-artificial-intelligence-navigating-the-legal-landscape. 

https://www.lawaudience.com/volume-5-issue-5-2/
mailto:nehagulya9798@gmail.com
https://www.lawaudience.com/criminal-liability-in-artificial-intelligence-navigating-the-legal-landscape
https://www.lawaudience.com/criminal-liability-in-artificial-intelligence-navigating-the-legal-landscape


Law Audience Journal, Volume 5 & Issue 5, 2nd July 2024,  
e-ISSN: 2581-6705, Indexed Journal, Impact Factor 5.611, Published 

at https://www.lawaudience.com/volume-5-issue-5-2/, Pages: 803 to 
805,   

 
Title: Criminal Liability In Artificial Intelligence: Navigating The 
Legal Landscape, Authored By: Ms. Neha Gulya (B.A.LL.B (H)), Co-

Authored By: Dr Ratnesh Kumar Srivastava, Assistant Professor, Law 
College Dehradun, Uttaranchal University, 

Email Id(s): nehagulya9798@gmail.com,  

 

WWW.LAWAUDIENCE.COM | ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED WITH LAW AUDIENCE. 800 

 

|Copyright © 2024 By Law Audience Journal| 

(E-ISSN: 2581-6705) 

All Copyrights are reserved with the Authors. But, however, the Authors have granted to the 

Journal (Law Audience Journal), an irrevocable, non-exclusive, royalty-free, and 

transferable license to publish, reproduce, store, transmit, display, and distribute it 

in the Journal or books or in any form and all other media, retrieval systems and 

other formats now or hereafter known. 

 

No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by 

any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, 

without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations 

embodied in critical reviews and certain other non-commercial uses permitted by copyright 

law.  

 

For permission requests, write to the publisher, subject of the email must be “Permission 

Required” at the email addresses given below. 

 

Email(s): lawjournal@lawaudience.com, info@lawaudience.com, 

lawaudience@gmail.com. 

Phone (No(s)): +91-8351033361, 

Website: www.lawaudience.com.  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/lawaudience.  

Instagram: www.instagram.com/lawaudienceofficial.  

Contact Timings: 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM. 

https://www.lawaudience.com/volume-5-issue-5-2/
mailto:nehagulya9798@gmail.com
mailto:lawjournal@lawaudience.com
mailto:info@lawaudience.com
mailto:lawaudience@gmail.com
http://www.lawaudience.com/
http://www.facebook.com/lawaudience
http://www.instagram.com/lawaudienceofficial


Law Audience Journal, Volume 5 & Issue 5, 2nd July 2024,  
e-ISSN: 2581-6705, Indexed Journal, Impact Factor 5.611, Published 

at https://www.lawaudience.com/volume-5-issue-5-2/, Pages: 803 to 
805,   

 
Title: Criminal Liability In Artificial Intelligence: Navigating The 
Legal Landscape, Authored By: Ms. Neha Gulya (B.A.LL.B (H)), Co-

Authored By: Dr Ratnesh Kumar Srivastava, Assistant Professor, Law 
College Dehradun, Uttaranchal University, 

Email Id(s): nehagulya9798@gmail.com,  

 

WWW.LAWAUDIENCE.COM | ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED WITH LAW AUDIENCE. 801 

 

Disclaimer: 

Law Audience Journal (e-ISSN: 2581-6705) and Its Editorial Board Members do not 

guarantee that the material published in it is 100 percent reliable. You can rely upon it at 

your own risk. But, however, the Journal and Its Editorial Board Members have taken the 

proper steps to provide the readers with relevant material. Proper footnotes & references have 

been given to avoid any copyright or plagiarism issue. Articles published in Volume 5 & 

Issue 5 are the original work of the authors.  

 

Views or Opinions or Suggestions (if any), expressed or published in the Journal are the 

personal point of views of the Author(s) or Contributor(s) and the Journal & Its Editorial 

Board Members are not liable for the same.  

 

While every effort has been made to avoid any mistake or omission, this publication is 

published online on the condition and understanding that the publisher shall not be liable in 

any manner to any person by reason of any mistake or omission in this publication or for any 

action taken or omitted to be taken or advice rendered or accepted on the basis of this work.  

 

All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of Courts, Tribunals and Forums at 

India only. 

 

Submit your article(s) for Publications at lawaudience@gmail.com, or 

lawjournal@lawaudience.com, with subject as “Submission of Paper(s) 

for Publication in Law Audience Journal”. 

https://www.lawaudience.com/volume-5-issue-5-2/
mailto:nehagulya9798@gmail.com
mailto:lawaudience@gmail.com
mailto:lawjournal@lawaudience.com


Law Audience Journal, Volume 5 & Issue 5, 2nd July 2024,  
e-ISSN: 2581-6705, Indexed Journal, Impact Factor 5.611, Published 

at https://www.lawaudience.com/volume-5-issue-5-2/, Pages: 803 to 
805,   

 
Title: Criminal Liability In Artificial Intelligence: Navigating The 
Legal Landscape, Authored By: Ms. Neha Gulya (B.A.LL.B (H)), Co-

Authored By: Dr Ratnesh Kumar Srivastava, Assistant Professor, Law 
College Dehradun, Uttaranchal University, 

Email Id(s): nehagulya9798@gmail.com,  

 

WWW.LAWAUDIENCE.COM | ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED WITH LAW AUDIENCE. 802 

 

Publisher Details: 

Law Audience Journal (e-ISSN: 2581-6705), 
 
Sole Proprietorship of Mr. Varun Kumar, Kharar, District.  
S.A.S, Nagar,  Mohali,  140301, 
 

Phone No(s):  +91-8351033361 (WhatsApp),  
 

Email ID(s): lawjournal@lawaudience.com, 
info@lawaudience.com or lawaudience@gmail.com.  
 

Website: www.lawaudience.com.  
 

Contact Timings: 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM.  

 

Editor(s): 

• Dr. Amit Yadav, Editor-In-Chief at Law Audience Journal, 

Assistant Professor at School of Law, Manipal University Jaipur. 

• Adv. Varun Kumar, Founder-CEO-Owner-Publisher-Publishing 

Editor at Law Audience Journal. 

Editorial Board Members Details Are Available At: 

https://www.lawaudience.com/editorial-board-members/. 

 

https://www.lawaudience.com/volume-5-issue-5-2/
mailto:nehagulya9798@gmail.com
mailto:lawjournal@lawaudience.com
mailto:info@lawaudience.com
mailto:lawaudience@gmail.com
https://www.lawaudience.com/
https://www.lawaudience.com/editorial-board-members/


Law Audience Journal, Volume 5 & Issue 5, 2nd July 2024,  
e-ISSN: 2581-6705, Indexed Journal, Impact Factor 5.611, Published at 

https://www.lawaudience.com/volume-5-issue-5-2/, Pages: 803 to 805,   
 

Title: Criminal Liability In Artificial Intelligence: Navigating The Legal 
Landscape, Authored By: Ms. Neha Gulya (B.A.LL.B (H)), Co-Authored By: Dr 

Ratnesh Kumar Srivastava, Assistant Professor, Law College Dehradun, 
Uttaranchal University, 

Email Id(s): nehagulya9798@gmail.com,  

 

WWW.LAWAUDIENCE.COM | ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED WITH LAW AUDIENCE. 803 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has rapidly transformed various sectors, from healthcare to finance, by 

introducing unprecedented levels of efficiency and innovation. However, alongside these 

advancements comes a complex web of legal challenges, particularly concerning criminal liability. 

As AI systems increasingly operate autonomously, determining accountability for actions taken by 

these systems becomes a critical issue. This article explores the nuances of criminal liability in the 

context of AI, addressing the challenges, current legal frameworks, and potential solutions. AI 

encompasses a broad range of technologies, including machine learning, neural networks, and 

robotics, that enable machines to perform tasks that typically require human intelligence. These 

tasks can range from simple decision-making processes to complex problem-solving activities. The 

autonomy of AI systems means they can make decisions without human intervention, raising 

questions about accountability when these decisions lead to harmful outcomes. One of the primary 

challenges in addressing criminal liability in AI is the difficulty of assigning responsibility. 

Traditional legal systems are built around the concept of human agency and intent. Criminal 

liability typically requires a demonstration of mens rea (guilty mind) and actus reus (guilty act). AI 

systems, however, lack consciousness and intent, making it challenging to apply these traditional 

legal concepts directly. 

 

Currently, many jurisdictions rely on product liability laws to address harm caused by AI systems. 

Under these laws, manufacturers and developers can be held liable for defects in their products that 

lead to injury or damage. However, these laws are primarily designed for physical products and may 

not adequately address the complexities of AI, which involves software and algorithms that evolve 

over time. Another approach is to hold developers and operators of AI systems accountable under 

negligence laws. This requires demonstrating that they breached a duty of care in the design, 

development, or deployment of the AI system, leading to harm. While this approach can address 

some issues, it often falls short when dealing with autonomous systems that make independent 

decisions. 
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Some legal scholars advocate for a strict liability approach, where developers and operators are 

held liable for any harm caused by their AI systems, regardless of fault or intent. This approach 

aims to ensure that victims receive compensation but may stifle innovation due to the high risk 

imposed on developers. One potential solution is the development of AI-specific legislation that 

addresses the unique challenges posed by AI. Such legislation could establish clear guidelines for 

liability, incorporating concepts like foreseeability and control to determine accountability. 

Encouraging the development of ethical AI systems through guidelines and standards can help 

mitigate risks. By incorporating ethical considerations into the design and development process, 

developers can create systems that prioritise safety and minimise the potential for harm. 

 

Establishing regulatory bodies dedicated to overseeing AI development and deployment can ensure 

that AI systems are designed and used responsibly. These bodies can monitor compliance with 

safety standards, investigate incidents, and impose penalties for violations. Developing insurance 

models specifically tailored to AI can provide a safety net for both developers and users. These 

models can help distribute the financial risks associated with AI-related harms, ensuring that 

victims receive compensation without stifling innovations. Several high-profile cases have 

highlighted the complexities of criminal liability in AI. For instance, the fatal accident involving an 

autonomous Uber vehicle in 2018 raised significant questions about responsibility. Was it the fault 

of the vehicle’s AI system, the developers, or the safety driver who was supposed to monitor the 

system? These cases underscore the need for clearer legal frameworks to address such incidents. 

Different countries are approaching the issue of AI liability in various ways. The European Union, 

for example, has been proactive in developing regulations for AI, focusing on transparency, 

accountability, and safety. The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) also includes 

provisions that impact AI, particularly concerning data privacy and the right to explanation. In 

contrast, the United States has adopted a more laissez-faire approach, emphasising innovation and 

self-regulation by the industry. Beyond legal liability, ethical considerations play a crucial role in 

the development and deployment of AI. Issues such as bias, discrimination, and the potential for 
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misuse must be addressed to ensure that AI systems are not only effective but also fair and just. 

Ethical frameworks and principles, such as those proposed by organisations like the IEEE and the 

Partnership on AI, provide valuable guidance for developers and policymakers. As AI technology 

continues to evolve, so must our legal and regulatory frameworks. Future directions may include 

Legal systems that can adapt to the rapid pace of technological change, incorporating new 

developments in AI and addressing emerging risks in real-time. 

 

International collaboration to develop harmonized regulations and standards for AI, ensuring a 

consistent approach to liability and safety across borders. Involving the public in discussions about 

AI development and its implications can help ensure that societal values and concerns are reflected 

in legal and regulatory frameworks. Criminal liability in the realm of AI presents a complex and 

evolving challenge. As AI systems become more autonomous and integrated into various aspects of 

life, it is imperative to develop legal and regulatory frameworks that can effectively address the 

unique issues they pose. Balancing innovation with accountability, fostering ethical AI 

development, and ensuring that victims of AI-related harms receive fair compensation are critical 

steps in navigating this uncharted legal landscape. Through collaborative efforts, adaptive 

legislation, and proactive regulation, society can harness the benefits of AI while safeguarding 

against its potential risks. 
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